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1 Purpose of the report 
 

1.1 Members are asked to agree one of the recommendations outlined in a bid 

to address some of the current issues surrounding the Former Sandfield 
Renewal Area (see appendix 1). 

 
2 Recommendations 
 

2.1 Members are asked to approve one of two options outlined in paragraph 3.6 
with the agreement that the works will be funded through Rochdale 

Township funds. 
 

  
 
3 Background 
 

3.1 On 10th January 2007 the Township Committee considered a report of the 
Head of Strategic Housing Services regarding issues with the footpath 

linking Crawford Street and the Rochdale Canal towpath. The 
recommendation contained in the report was presented as the footpath 

contributes to significant local anti-social behavior problems. Closure was 
seen as the only viable option to overcoming the problems. The decision to 
authorize a full closure of the path was re-confirmed by the Township 

Committee on 9th July 2008 (see appendix B). 
 

3.2  Following the decision, financial resources were identified and fencing and 
gates were installed on the boundaries with the Canal towpath and 
Crawford Street. Subsequently the gates were damaged and could not be 

secured. One gate has recently been removed for safety reasons and other 



 
 

fencing at the canal-side was pulled away from the wall and ended in the 
canal. 

   
3.3  Problems such as anti-social behaviour, littering and fly-tipping are 

continually being raised via the Kingsway Area Forum by residents living in 
and around the surrounding areas of Lock Mill Place, Woodbine Street, 
Crawford Street, Millbridge Garden and Navigation View.  

 
3.4. This report is in a response to requests from residents for the 

reinstatement of fencing/or means of ensuring the area is closed off 
permanently. Residents have signed a petition and contacted Council 
Services and partners with the request.  It is officers recommendations that 

if the area is to be closed off permanently then it has to done in a robust 
way with solid heavy duty steel sheets being installed on the Canal towpath 

boundary and the land sold off for development. To note, should this option 
be agreed, planning permission would have to be sought. Comments from 
Canal & River Trust is that the area is used as a passing point for a number 

of locals and is in need of a restrictive approach such as re-instating of a 
fence or a more robust enforcement action. 

 
3.5 In response to the issues raised, a multi-agency meeting was held on 25th 

March 2015 which included officers from Environmental Management, 
Strategic Housing, Planning, Townships and GMP. It was suggested that on 
the whole, the footpath running through the area is legitimately used and 

some residents have informed Ward Councillor’s that they would like the 
area to be kept open. There were concerns that if the area was closed off 

permanently then wholly legitimate and reasonable use of the route would 
cease and the action would remove a potential escape route if an incident 
occurred on Crawford Street or the Canal towpath. Financially if the area 

was kept open there would be no onset cost however maintenance has 
been an issue and a clear maintenance plan would need to be agreed to 

ensure the upkeep of the area. CCTV coverage has been discussed however 
historically a camera had been in situ for approximately 2 years and did not 
result in any evidence of offending behaviour being captured, largely as 

there were no report of such made to the Police or Community Safety from 
residents in the vicinity during that time.  

 
3.6   In summary members are asked to approve one of two options: 
 

• Option 1 
To keep the access route open for 6 months and monitor activity through 

intelligence from the Police and Community Safety. After this time a future 
report will be submitted to the Rochdale Township Committee to seek 
approval to either keep the route permanently open or to close the land off 

with the view to sell it for development.  
 

• Option 2 
Full closure of the land by means of installing a heavy duty solid 
wall/fencing/sheet pile walls on the Canal towpath and Crawford Street 

frontages and disposal of the site. This would require the committee to 
approve all costings associated, be met via the 2015/16 Rochdale Township 

Capital Fund to achieve a full closure. It is estimated that this could cost in 



 
 

the region on £25,000 and that developer interest in the land would be 
limited. 
 

Alternatives considered 

 
3.7  Alternatives noted in paragraph 3.6. 
 

Consultation proposed/undertaken 
 

3.8  Residents have raised their concerns directly to council and partner 
agencies, through the area forum and a petition was received from 
residents living in and around Crawford Street/Woodbine Street.  

 
4 Financial Implications 

 
4.1 In the instance that option 2 is supported, revenue funding would have to 

be sought should there be any damages/safety concerns. 
 
5   Legal Implications 

 
5.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

 
6  Personnel Implications 

 

6.1 There are no personnel implications arising from this report. 
 
7 Corporate Priorities 

 
7.1 Our delivery priorities include the safety and wellbeing of local people 

through maintaining and developing the environment. We aim to promote 
community safety through involving local people and officers to make 

choices which will achieve better outcomes. 
 
7.2 The Vision and Blueprint for Rochdale Council 2014/15 retains Township 

Committees and will devolve a range of services to Township direction, 
managed through annual Township Plans which are reviewed on a quarterly 

basis.  
 
8. Risk Assessment Implications  

 
8.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this 

report. 
 

9. Equalities Impacts 

 
9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 

 

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 

 
9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report. 
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